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TIFTUF ТИФТУФ טיפטוף

TIFTUF – Association for the Promotion of
Jewish Life in Bingen Today

Zeichnung von David Tz

Annual Report 2014
(5774/75 according to the Hebrew calendar)

"TIFTUF” is Hebrew for "trickle"- drop by drop, bit by bit,
the Jewish community will grow, just as plants are made
to blossom in the desert by means of trickle irrigation.
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New at the TIFTUF House of Study: “The Sea of Halacha”. The poster shows us
symbolically how the oral tradition of Jewish law developed over the course of the
centuries.

Written and oral Torah are taken equally seriously in Jewish tradition.
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Jan. 15, 2014: Tu BiShvat Celebration:
TIFTUF donates money for eight trees which will be planted in Israel.

Members of T IFT UF at the BiShvat Celebration

Fittingly for Tu BiShvat, the New Year of the Trees, on which traditionally trees are
planted, Shel Silverstein’s illustrated poem with its enchanting drawings, “The Giving
Tree,” was read out loud.

Aniko Havas

The Lybarskyys
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Jan. 27, 2014: International Memorial Day for the Victims of the Holocaust
“If you want to live – run away!”
“TIFTUF – Association for the Promotion of Jewish Life in Bingen today” observed the
Memorial Day for the Victims of National Socialism on January 27, 2014. A member
of the association, 85 year-old Oleksandr Lybarskyy, gave an eyewitness account.
Visitors at the “TIFTUF House of Learning” crowded together in order to hear his
moving report: after the German army had invaded Russia, he too was forced, as a
Jew, to wear the yellow star. At the age of 12, he fled by car with his parents. They
were shot at by German soldiers. He managed to get out of the car and hide, but he
lost his parents, and from this moment on, he was on his own. He tried to find
shelter with various people, but most were afraid to hide a Jewish boy, which was
punishable by death. Once, when Oleksandr found night-quarters in an orphanage, a
Russian boy whispered to him in the middle of the night, “If you want to live – run
away!”, for the next morning he might have been discovered to be a Jew. Mr.
Lybarskyy sadly remarked, “There was a lot of treason among people”. His childhood
experiences on the run and later as a forced laborer on an Austrian farm shaped him.
He emphasized that all that is being shown today in films about this period is
“innocuous” in comparison with the fear people had to endure at the time. When
many years later the eyewitness visited the farmhouse in Austria on which he had
spent 2 ½ years as a forced laborer, the members of the family met him with
suspicion. They were afraid he might have monetary demands.
On the evening of the event, TIFTUF projected the picture of the last Bingen
synagogue, completed in 1905 and destroyed in 1938, onto the external wall of the
building. Interested citizens were attracted and subsequently were drawn to visit the
House of Study. Children especially asked numerous questions about the building,
the memorial day and the war period. TIFTUF is promoting the idea to have the
image of the synagogue painted on the external wall of what remains of the original
building.

Oleksandr Lybarskyy as a teenager

his parental home
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Oleksandr Lybarskyy gives his eyewitness account before a House of Learning
densely packed with listeners.

Even little visitors came
and asked many
questions

A large number of visitors in front of the projection of the 1905
synagogue on the external wall of the building.
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Feb. 14, 2014: Erev Shabbat KI TISSA with a discussion about the leaders of the
Jewish people, Moses and Aaron, upon arrival at Mount Sinai. Aaron’s leadership
style was more emotional, whereas Moses’ tended to be more intellectual. We asked
ourselves the question, what makes a good leader?

March 7, 2014: Erev Shabbat VAYIKRA: we studied a commentary by Prof.
Yeshayahu Leibowitz about the weekly Torah portion. The topic was people’s
tendency to transgress and the fact that political leaders inevitably transgress, simply
because they have power over others. Therefore leaders should be respected and at
the same time critically observed.
March 16, 2014: Purim

A special pleasure: making a racket every time the evil Haman’s name was
mentioned

Iov and Elena
Lithuania

Vera and Grazina from
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March 25, 2014: Excursion to the Wiesbaden State Museum for the exhibition
“Horizonte Jawlensky” (“Jawlensky Horizons”). On occasion of the 150th birthday of
the Russian painter Alexej von Jawlensky we looked at his expressionist works.

TIFTUF members in front of and inside the Wiesbaden State Museum

April 16, 2014: Pessach at the Frankfurt Budge Foundation

Rabbis Andy Steiman and Dr.
Daniel Katz going over the
Passover liturgy at the
synagogue of the Budge
Foundation in Frankfurt
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Isaac and David Botler
Katz

Tanja Sharashidze in conversation with Rabbi Dr. Daniel

May 2, 2015: Erev Shabbat EMOR. We discussed the question of why people feel
hatred towards persons chosen by others (e.g., the brothers hate Joseph but not
their father Jacob; Leah hates Rachel, because Jacob prefers her; God chose Abel’s
sacrifice, not Cain’s), but not towards the person choosing one over another.

N. Piskunova and V. Repnin

Parashat HaShavua (Weekly Torah
Portion) study group
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May 31, 2014: Excursion to the International Days at the Old Town Hall in Ingelheim.
We attended the impressive exhibition, “From Liebermann to Nolde. Impressionism
on Paper in Germany.” Afterwards there was a relaxed get-together in a garden
under a cherry tree. Alla Kheit spoke about the painter Max Liebermann and the
Impressionist period.

After the Museum – Garden Picknick

June 4, 2014: Shavuot celebration

No celebration without music
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June 13, 2014: Erev Shabbat SHELACH LECHA. We discussed the question of what
the return of the people to the land of Israel means and what a challenge it is for the
State of Israel.
June 20, 2014: Death by accident of Artem Piskunov, aged 25. Yehi zikhro barukh,
may his memory be blessed.
June 22, 2014: Our musicians participating in the International Encounter Festival at
the Culture
Center.

Dr. Oleksander Matusevych, Galina
Berger, Tamara Schmedro, Vadym Repnin

Two young ladies make music in our House of Study
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July 19, 2014: First Shabbat services in Bingen in 76 years with Rabbi Dr. Daniel Katz
It was a very special feeling for the members of TIFTUF to have
Shabbat services - this was the first such event since the Pogrom
Night in 1938 and after the demolition of the left wing of the
synagogue in 1970. Rabbi Dr. Daniel Katz, founding member of
the General Conference of Rabbis and lecturer at the Abraham
Geiger Kolleg in Berlin came to Bingen in order to conduct the
festive service. The wish to hold Shabbat services in Bingen had
found the support of the Shatz-Matz program of the General
Dr. Daniel Katz
prepares the
Conference of Rabbis. It was very helpful for those in attendance
celebration
that Rabbi Dr. Katz read the liturgical texts in Hebrew, Russian
and German. He initiated a discussion of the Torah portion
MATTOT to which participants animatedly contributed their thoughts. Rabbi Katz did
sensitive pioneer work and answered many questions. The service in the narrow
rooms, which was very well attended, was followed by a Kiddush. Little room was
left in the House of Learning. It became clear to TIFTUF members how relevant it is
to have established a House of Learning, in which more than 30 religious, social and
cultural events are held every year. Thanks to Rabbi Dr. Katz, it was possible to once
more have religious Jewish life in Bingen for the first time in 76 years.
August 13, 2014: Our guest, Noam Zion, a lecturer at the Shalom Hartman Institute
in Jerusalem. He has been accompanying and supporting us for many years. We
have learned a lot from the open-mindedness of the staff members of this renowned
institute and continue to be guided by them.
13.08.2014 unser Gast: Autor und Dozent am Shalom- Hartman- Institut in
Jerusalem - Noam Zion. Er begleitet und unterstützt uns seit vielen Jahren. Von dem
weltoffenen Denken der Mitarbeiter des renommierten Instituts haben wir viel gelernt
und orientieren uns weiter an ihnen.

Noam Zion senior research fellow at the Shalom Hartman Institute, Jerusalem
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September 12, 2014: Opening event at the Havas Gallery: a photo exhibit titled “Tel
Aviv today”.
"Als Wolkenschieber
nassgeschwitzt,
am Wassertröpfchen breche ich
das Licht,
so male ich mit den bunten
Farben,
einen Bogen und viele Schatten"
Wet with sweat
from shoving clouds,
I break the light in drops of water,
Thus I paint in many colors
An arch and many shadows.

Among the items exhibited was a photo by Aniko Havas which along with the
following poem titled “Aussicht” (“View”) won first prize in a photo competition
organized by Suhrkamp Publishers. Background music for the event was provided by
pianist Tamara Schmedro.
August 19, 2014: Death of Genadi Repnin in Ukraine – yehi zikhro barukh, may his
memory be blessed.
September 24, 2014: Erev Rosh Hashanah – Dr. Peter Kuri from the Mainz Jewish
Community led us in prayer and blew the shofar. A splendid feast, including soup
with kneidlach, gefilte fish and tzimmes, prepared by Elena Metelitsyna, made for a
festive atmosphere.
October 3, 2014: Day of German Unity: Chairwoman Natalia Piskunova and Dorothea
Dürsch were part of a delegation of citizens invited to the festivities in Hannover by
the state of Rhineland-Palatinate. The very full two-day program comprised several
receptions, among them a reception with the prime minister of Lower Saxony,
Stephan Weil in the Herrenhausen Baroque gardens, a reception with the Lord Mayor
of Hannover, Stefan Schostok, at City Hall, as well as festive services and the actual
ceremony at the Congress Center, with a speech by Chancellor Angela Merkel and an
informal meeting with President Joachim Gauck. The festivities, which included the
display of numerous tents dedicated to various topics related to German unity, ended
with an impressive laser, water and firework show with dancing. We felt honored to
be part of this, and we understood the invitation as an acknowledgement of
the work of TIFTUF.
TIFTUF – Association for the Promotion of Jewish Life in Bingen Today,

Mail: tiftuf@gmx.de: Homepage: www.tiftuf.de.

Annual Report 2014

page 13

Civic delegation from Rhineland-Palatinate at City Hall in

Reception at the Herrenhausen Gardens

Chancellor Angela Merkel
during her speech at the
ceremony in honor of the 25th
anniversary of German unity
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President Joachim Gauck welcomes us personally and inquires about our goals.

October 10, 2014: For Sukkoth, a large group of us was invited for services and to
the decorated Sukkah of the Jewish Community in Mainz.

Oct. 16, 2014: Concert with the Bingen School of Music and members of TIFTUF at
the Cultural Center.

November 2, 2014: Death of Alexandre Korsounski – yehi zikhro barukh, may his
memory be blessed.

November 3, 2014: A group of chess players got together at the TIFTUF House of
Learning in memory of their teacher, chess champion Alexandre Korsounski.

November 26: Georgiy Striletskiy – congratulations on your 75th birthday!
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November 30, 2014: Statutory election of new board.

Some of the numerous visitors

former and present
chairwoman, N. Piskunova

Afterwards, Alla Kheit gave a lecture on the Russian Imperial Family, and a video on
the Winter Palace delighted everyone.

December 12, 2014: Erev Shabbat MIKETZ with a discussion on dreams: how Joseph
had his own dreams and was able to interpret the dreams of others and what we
ourselves think about dreams.

December 22, 2014: Hanukkah party with a story of the princess in the snow

Looking back on the year: 2014 was quite a tragic year, and we had to deal with
many personal crises. It certainly gave us strength that Rabbi Daniel Katz made it
possible for us to have our first Shabbat services in Bingen, and the
acknowledgement through President Joachim Gauck shows that our work for Jewish
life today is being noticed and appreciated also outside the small town of Bingen.
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