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"TIFTUF” is Hebrew for "trickle"- drop by drop, bit by bit,  

the Jewish community will grow, just as plants are made  

to blossom in the desert by means of trickle irrigation. 

Zeichnung von David Tzur 
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Developments and Events in 2016, the sixth year in our TIFTUF 

House of Study 

01.08.2016: Kabbalat Shabbat VAERA. We studied Moshe, the leader. What 

distinguished him? As a rule, politicians tend to have rhetorical skills and the 

will to power. Moshe had none of this. He had grown up as a prince at 

Pharaoh’s court and was therefore adept at dealing with Pharaoh. 

Nevertheless, he was in solidarity with his people, the oppressed Hebrews. He 

hated injustice and slew an Egyptian who abused a fellow Hebrew. But 

Moshe quickly understood that he had to find a different way to end the 

oppression of his people. We wondered what kind of skills a good leader must 

have. As an example, we read a letter written by the Russian dissident Natan 

Sharansky after five years in prison. 

 

01.20.2016: Shi’ur by Rabbi Vernikovski on the subject “The Importance of 

Study in Judaism.” He emphasized that traditionally, great importance was 

always placed on having all Jews – including women – attain the ability to 

read and write, so that all should be able to read Torah and Talmud. 

 

Schiur with  Rabbiner Aharon Vernikovsky tot he subject  „Learning in Judaism“ 
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Jan. 24, 2016: Tu Bishvat-celebration: Maria Piskunova explained what fruits 

are eaten and in what order, when one has white wine and when red. Sasha 

Matusevych bought all that was needed. After the “official” part, we sang 

songs about trees and flowers. The atmosphere was so cheerful that several 

members began to dance. 

 

 

   

  

Celebrating, dancing and spending time together in a cheerful atmosphere 
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Jan. 27, 2016: In honor of the International Day of Remembrance for the 

Victims of National Socialism, TIFTUF opened the doors of the House of Study 

to the public. Once again, the photograph of the old synagogue of 1905 was 

projected onto the external wall. 

      T. Schmedro explaining facts 
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Focused listeners at the event in honor of the International Day of 

Remembrance for the Victims of National Socialism. 

 

Visitors outside the building. Our goal of having the projected image of the 

synagogue painted permanently on the external wall of what remains of the 

original building has not yet been realized. Until the present day, there is a 

painting in folkloristic style of St. Florian, the patron saint of fire fighters, holding 

a banner with a cross. 
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Feb. 12, 2016: Kabbalat Shabbat TERUMA. We discussed the collection of 

money “for worthy causes,” modelled after the collection of money for 

building the Temple in antiquity. As an example, (p.4) Golda Meir was 

mentioned, who before the proclamation of the Jewish state exhorted 

American Jews to contribute money for the defense of Israel, arguing that 

otherwise the Jewish state would be defenseless if attacked. She was very 

successful with her appeal. 

March 09, 2016: Social Counseling by Svetlana Tultschinski and shi’ur by Rabbi 

Aharon Vernikovsky on the topic of Purim. 

March 11, 2016: Opening event at Galerie Havas. “New works by Aniko Havas 

in a musical embrace” were on display. The musical part was rendered by 

Tamara Schmedro, Anna Kogut and Vadym Repnin. 

March 26, 2016: Purim party: a large contingent of TIFTUF members went to 

Mainz to join Purim celebrations there. 

  

 

April 08, 2016: Kabbalat Shabbat TAZRIA/METZORAH. After the tabernacle 

had been built, the Jewish people lived as a kind of “model community” on 

the basis of mutual respect and cooperation. Yet no community is immune to 

crises. It is in communal life that individual solutions for human emergencies 

such as illness or other critical situations are found. This Torah portion discusses 

the treatment of women after childbirth and of the sick 
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  Hamotzi 

April 20, 2016: Social Counseling with Svetlana Tultschinski  

April 23, 2016 Seder at the Budge Foundation. A large group of our members 

followed Rabbi Andy Steiman’s invitation to join in celebrating PESSACH, the 

festival of freedom, at the Budge Foundation. This has become a tradition, 

and we are grateful for being made to feel so welcome every year. 

   

Rabbis Andy Steiman and Dr. Daniel Katz getting ready for services 

 

May 09, 2016 “Victory Day” celebrated with a very large group in Mainz. 

May 13, 2016 Kabbalat Shabbat KEDOSHIM. One of the topics under 

discussion was the commandment of ahavat hazulat (loving one’s neighbor). 

We wondered whether a feeling like love can be achieved by means of a 

commandment. Moreover, in the footsteps of the Ramban, we pondered the 

question whether the way a person spends his or her time is an indication of 

that person’s character.  

May 25, 2016: Barukh Dayan haEmet – Blessed is the True Judge. Death of 

Oleksandr Lybarsky z”l, a Holocaust survivor. As recently as two years ago, Mr. 

Lybarsky told his personal story at the TIFTUF House of Study and expressed his 
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gratitude for his peaceful life in Bingen with his wife, Larissa, in old age, of 

which the events at TIFTUF were an essential part. 

June 4, 2016: Shabbat service and Kiddush with Rabbi Dr. Daniel Katz. In the 

framework of the Shatz-Matz program of the General Conference of Rabbis, 

our wish to have Shabbat services in Bingen once again gained support. 

Rabbi Dr. Katz, co-founder of the General Conference of Rabbis and a 

teacher at the Abraham Geiger Kolleg in Berlin came to Bingen in order to 

lead a festive service on Shabbat BEHUKOTAY. He read and explained the 

liturgical texts in Hebrew, Russian and German and sensitively answered the 

participants’ many questions. Especially the Shma was discussed by him in 

detail. The very well attended service was followed by a Shabbat meal. 

 

    Rabbi Dr. Daniel Katz 

 

 

 

The House of Study, well 

attended by members  
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Even over the following meal, the group discussed numerous questions.  

 

July 1, 2016 Kabbalat Shabbat SHELAKH LEKHA. In Rashi’s interpretation, the 

two spies who had returned from the land with positive impressions are 

ascribed different characters: one withdrew, while the other tried to change 

the mood of the ten spies who had returned with impressions that scared the 

people. Unfortunately, the attempt to convince the people of the greatness 

of the land remained unsuccessful, so that they had to wander the desert for 

a total of forty years, and only the next generation was allowed to settle 

there. 

 Candle-lighting 

     

        Netilat Yadaim before Hamotzi 
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Studying Parashat 

Shelakh Lekha 

 

 

 

 

 

July 10, 2016 Visit by members of the Wiesbaden chapter of the Society for 

Christian-Jewish Cooperation. 

 

 

The large group from 

Wiesbaden shows 

great interest in the 

TIFTUF House of Study   
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August 11, 2016: Barukh Dayan Haemet: Death of Valery Silberberg z”l. Valery 

was a faithful member of our association. We mourn his loss, and he will be 

missed greatly. 

September 9, 2016: Kabbalat Shabbat SHOFTIM. This multi-layered parashah 

brought up the question what is worth fighting for even if a people yearns for 

peace. According to this parashah, four categories of men are not sent to 

war: one who has just built a home – another might move in; one who has 

cultivated his vineyard but has not yet had time to harvest – another might do 

so instead of him; one who is about to get married to a woman – another 

might marry her; and one who has no courage – he might pass on his fears to 

other soldiers. 

 

  Dr. David Berlimble  

  

Netilat Yadaiim     Hamotzi  

September 23, 2016: Literary evening. The topic was “Vladimir Vissotzkiy, an 

Artist of Freedom. Russian Poetry in Opposition.” In remembrance of this 

Russian song maker, his songs, texts and interviews were recited. Aniko Havas 
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read out the text in German translation. Afterwards, excerpts of films with the 

artist’s songs were presented. Vissotzkiy was a sensitive poet who was able to 

express people’s feelings. Until the present day, his death and very large 

funeral are deeply moving to watch. 

 

    

Video of Vladimir Vissotzkiy, poet and free spirit             Aniko Havas 
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Afterwards, song maker Volkmar Döring presented some of his works 

 

Preparation for the High Holidays: 

In his seminal work “Mishneh Torah,” Maimonides writes that in every situation 

and in every moment of his life, man must strive to free himself from 

transgression. There is, however, a time during which God’s love and mercy 

are especially palpable, and this is the time between Rosh Hashanah and 

Yom Kippur. The period between these two days is the best time frame for 

Teshuvah 
 

Ein gutes Neues Jahr 5777 

For a good year ! 
 

October 21, 2016: Sukkot. Excursion to the synagogue in Mainz. After services 

we were invited for Kiddush in the beautifully decorated sukkah. 

 

October 27, 2016: Farewell party for Elena Metelitsyna. She and her son are 

moving to a different town. We will miss you, Elena! Thank you for your many 

translations, your help at the festivities and your help in thinking through 

matters related to TIFTUF! 
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Elena Metelitsyna    

October 28, 2016: Kabbalat Shabbat BERESHIT. One of Rashi’s interpretations 

left us especially impressed: He points out that one must not add to God’s 

commandments. This is elucidated by the case of Eve, who added to the 

prohibition against eating the fruit of the tree the prohibition against touching 

the tree. According to the midrash, the snake kept shoving Eve towards the 

tree until she touched it. When nothing happened, the snake convinced her 

that eating the fruit was not dangerous, either.  

November 6, 2016: Board elections and literary evening with Irina Wittmer. 

Interpreter Tamara Kudelin read the story of “Berel” and Irina Wittmer 

answered audience questions. 

 

            Dr. David Berlimble reading the activity report before board elections. 

  Natalia Piskunova was reelected as chairwoman of our 

society09.11.2016 Mitgestaltung der Gedenkfeier zur Pogrom-Nacht vor der 

ehemaligen Synagoge 
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Natalia Piskunova’s opening remarks: 

“75 years have passed since the largest single massacre of the Nazis at Babi Yar. On 

this occasion, Mr. Vadym Repnin, a member of “TIFTUF – Association for the 

Promotion of Jewish Life in Bingen Today,” was invited to Kiev this past summer to 

take part in the commemoration. Mr. Repnin survived the 26 months of German 

occupation. His mother Lisa was shot to death in the ravine of Babi Yar near Kiev. On 

September 29 and 30, 1941, 33,771 Jews were shot to death there, for no other 

reason than being Jews. 

Shortly after the invasion of the Germans, there were notices all over the city: 

‘On Monday, September 29, 1941, by eight o’clock, all Jews of the city of Kiev and its 

surroundings must assemble at the corner of Melnikov and Dochterevskaya Streets, 

near the cemetery. They are to bring IDs, valuables and warm clothes, underwear 

etc. Any Jew who does not comply with this order and is found elsewhere will be 

shot.’ 

This day was Yom Kippur – the most solemn of Jewish holidays. 

The Jews had no choice. Those who had been hiding at their neighbors’ homes 

endangered their families. Fleeing the city was practically impossible, since there 

were fascist police everywhere.” 

Vadym Repnin’s report, read out by Dr. Dann: 

. “I have no memory of my natural mother, Lisa. I was two years and four months old 

when she went to Babi Yar. Sometimes it seems to me as if I were seeing her face. 

Perhaps I am conflating photos of her and stories my father told me. Thanks to these 

pictures and stories, I know that my mother was a very beautiful, cheerful woman. 

She played the piano very well and loved literature. 

I learned about the last hours of my mother’s life in Kiev later, through a friend of my 

family, Prof. Alexander Mihailovich Taranov. His Jewish father shared the same fate. 

Alexander was nine years old in September 1941. 

Among the Jews, a rumor was circulating that the Nazis were going to take them 

either to Palestine or to a Ghetto. They would be fed well. Alexander remembers that 

he entered our courtyard together with his father. They saw my mother and me. My 

mother was carrying a suitcase and a bag. The farewell from my father and me was 

very brief. She cried and really wanted to take me with her. But the neighbors 

advised her against it, saying, “we’ll send you the little one once you are well 

established at your new address.” She cried and said, “Take care of Dimochka” – 

that was her nickname for me. 

My mother and Alexander went by foot. Many Jews were streaming with their 

belongings to the Syrez Railway station: with bags, suitcases and parcels, some on 

hand-drawn carts. Thousands of Jews from the Kiev district of Podol, inhabited mainly 

by Jewish artisans, joined. Alongside Melnikov street, soldiers and police were 
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positioned. From Babi Yar, at a distance of approximately three kilometers, shots and 

salvos could be heard. Panic erupted. The children cried. Alexander’s father said, 

“Go home, my little son.” He kissed him good-bye. Later, Alexander’s mother burned 

all papers. He got through the entire period of occupation and survived. 

We never heard from my mother Lisa again.  

Initially, I was hidden at the home of Olga Djivdjivyanzeva. She worked nearby as a 

domestic at my cousin’s family’s house. 

Several families from our courtyard were arrested. The caretakers were instructed to 

present a list of the Jews living in the buildings to the municipality. I, too, was 

probably on the list. Olga hid me for two months. Then a police officer, who was 

courting her, said, “Marry me, or I’ll tell the Germans that you are hiding a Jewish 

child.” Olga left with the police officer. 

I was taken in by another family. 18-year-old Lusya saved me from the fascists. She 

understood very well what it meant to be a Jew in our country. She raised me, and I 

never felt that I wasn’t her natural son. I am deeply indebted to Lusya and to my 

mother Lisa. 

The name of my mother, Elizaveta Lazavta Briskman Repnina was engraved on the 

plaque commemorating the victims at Babi Yar. 

My rescuers, Olga Djivdjivyanzeva and Ludmila Dmitrakova Repnina were honored 

with the title “Righteous among the Nations” by Yad Vashem in Jerusalem. Their 

names were chiseled into the wall of honor at Yad Vashem.” 

Afterwards, Vadym Repnin played the song “A yidishe Mame” in honor of his 

mother Lisa. 

 

   

Afterwards, Vadym Repnin played the song “A yidishe Mame” in honor of his 

mother Lisa. 
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November 20, 2016: Visit at the wine cellar of the Neuss Winery in Ingelheim, 

including a wine tasting session. 

 

December 18, 2016 Congratulations to Dr. Oleksandr Matusevych, our 

treasurer, on his 80th birthday! 

 

 

 

 

December 27, 2016 Hanukkah party: The Festival of Lights in commemoration 

of the re-dedication of the temple in Jerusalem after its desecration by the 

Seleucid Greeks. 

In the past year, we have once again succeeded at realizing the cultural, 

social and religious goals of our association. Taking care of the social issues of 

our members, some of whom are treated unfairly by the authorities, can cost 

much time and energy. We are happy about the mutual support in our 

community.  

We are pained by the deaths of our members Mr. Lybarsky and Mr. Silberberg, 

and we are mourning them. Mr. Lybarsky was a Holocaust survivor. Mr. 
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Silberberg experienced discrimination in the Soviet Union: as a Jew, he was 

not allowed to study medicine. Both men are missed in our community.  

Our many cultural events are always highlights for us and are uplifting for all 

involved. Events of a religious character and celebrations with other Jewish 

institutions are also of existential importance to us. We are grateful to all those 

who are supporting TIFTUF with all their hearts and with all their might. 

Our application for the new Urban Construction Development Program 

(Staedtebaufoerderprogramm) “Active Town Centers – Downtown Bingen” 

was not accepted by the municipality. 

“TIFTUF – Association for the Support of Jewish Life in Bingen Today” represents 

the Jewish minority in the city. Thanks to our initiative, since the renovation of 

the former synagogue building in 2010 by the city, we have been able to fill it 

with Jewish life again.  

The design of the façade of the former synagogue continues to be very 

important to us. Since 2012, we have been lobbying to have the image of the 

synagogue, as it was in 1905, painted on the external wall of the remaining 

part of the building. This idea does not preclude the plan of erecting a stele 

on the opposite side of the street – both ideas can be realized, which would 

likely have a positive effect of the “Redevelopment Area Downtown Bingen” 

(Sanierungsgebiet Innenstadt Bingen). We are hoping for cooperation in the 

planning process when the remaining structures of the synagogue are under 

discussion. We often feel that the non-Jewish public reduces us to topics 

related to the Holocaust. Jewish life with all its facets is so much more to us. 

In 1084, Bishop Rüdiger Hutzmann helped establish a Jewish congregation in 

Speyer. He wanted to “raise the reputation of our town a thousand fold by 

attracting Jews.” We wish for this kind of pride in the Jewish inhabitants of the 

town in Bingen. 

 


