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TIFTUF ТИФТУФ  טיפטוף 

TIFTUF – Association for the Promotion of Jewish Life  

in Bingen Today  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Report 2011 

(5771/5772 according to the Hebrew calendar) 

 

 

"TI FTUF” is Hebrew for "trickle"- drop by drop,  

bit by bit, the Jewish community w ill grow,  

just as plants are made to blossom 

in the desert by means of trickle irrigation. 

 

 

Zeichnung von David Tzur
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Developments and events in 2011 

First Year at our “TIFTUF House of Learning” 

January 20, 2011 Tu Bishvat Celebration in the wonderful new rooms. This year we did not 

plant a tree. In order to show solidarity with Israel, we collected money. In 

early December 2010 there had been a devastating fire in the Carmel 

Mountains near Haifa. 46 people had perished in the flames, and 3500 acres 

of forest burned down. We donated the money to the Jewish National Fund 

(Keren Jayemet), which is planting three trees in our name for the purpose 
of reforestation. 

 

V. Köhler with the Kissels  

On Tu Bishvat we seized the opportunity to affix our mezuzah to the doorpost, 

as is customary in Jewish homes. Inside is the text of the “Shma Yisrael.” 

Vadim Repnin and Dr. Sasha Matusevych affixing the mezuzah (a capsule 

containing the “Shma,” – “Hear, O Israel, the Eternal is our God, the Eternal 
is One”). The Hebrew word “Mezuzah” means “door post.” 
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January 27, 2011: “Day of Liberation of Auschwitz and Memorial Day for the Victims of National 

Socialism.” On this day we organized an open house. 20 visitors signed the 

visitors list. TIFTUF symbolically projected a picture from 1910  of the 
former synagogue on the external wall of the building. 
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Just as impressive as the photo on the external wall are the oil paintings of 

artist B. Zander inside. We were happy to receive them on loan from the artist 

and are thrilled about them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 4, 2012:  TIFTUF celebrated its first “Kabbalat Shabbat.” The candle lighting blessing as 

well as the blessings over wine and bread (“Kiddush”) were recited. The 

weekly Torah portion “Tetzaveh” was read and various questions and 

commentaries were discussed.  

February 11, 2011:  Members of TIFTUF accepting the prize of EUR 1000 they won from the drug 

store chain “dm”. 

“Forward-looking projects always win,” was the comment in the store and in 

the press. 
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February 23, 2011:  During the board meeting – celebrating “Men’s Day.” 

March 6, 2011:  “International Women’s Day” was grandly celebrated in the very well attended 

community hall of the Jewish community in Mainz with numerous 

presentations by adults and children. 

March 20, 2011:  Purim was celebrated with the Jewish Community in Mainz. The story of 

Queen Esther was performed. Another impressive feature was the poetic soap 

bubble show. Our members danced exuberantly.  

April 4, 2011:  Acquisition of a piano. Finally, the longed-for piano was carried up into the 

main room. We are all thrilled! 

April 6, 2011:  The acquisition of the piano was celebrated, and everyone wanted to play on 

it. Six weeks from now, once it has “recovered” a little from the transport, we 

will have it tuned again.  

 

 

 

Georgiy Striletsky, conductor and pianist and 

Galina Berger,  

 

Singer Tamara Schmedro and pianist Paulina 

Molokanova 
 

 

April 26, 2011:  Mimouna – this is a feast traditionally celebrated by North African Jews the 

day after Pessach, the feast of freedom.  

Unfortunately, this day coincided this year with the 25th anniversary of the 

catastrophe in Chernobyl, Ukraine. So many people had come to our Pessach 

celebration that the hall was packed. We celebrated the Exodus from Egypt 

with good food and enjoyed the wonderful music. Freedom is very valuable to 

us, too. It is thanks to our freedom that we have been able to achieve what 

we have achieved so far with TIFTUF.  

 

Nelly and Vadim Repin had just returned from a trip to Israel and reported 

excitedly. They had brought a satellite photograph of Israel as well as the 

Torah in Russian and Hebrew. We are all very grateful!Nelli und Vadym  



TIFTUF Annual Report 2011                                                              page 6 

TIFTUF - Förderverein für jüdisches Leben in Bingen heute, 
Mail: tiftuf@gmx.de: Homepage: www.tiftuf.de. 

 ּפּסח

Wasilij Panasenko and Dorothea Dürsch                 Tamara Schmedro 

 Our Pessach Feast with music and tasty food 

 

Nelli Repnina 
Jewgen Goncharov 

Dr. Sascha Matusevych 
Galina Berger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mascha Zagrebelnaja 

Genrietta Babkina 
Oleksandr and 

Larissa Ljubarskij 
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May 8, 2011:  Celebration commemorating the end of WWII. Excursion to the Mainz Jewish 

Community. Our Bingen musicians provided the main part of the festive 

program. The large community hall was packed, and our TIFTUF artists got 

lots of applause. 

May 27, 2011:  Yom HaAtzma’ut – Israel’s Independence Day. We celebrated in a small circle 

with members of TIFTUF. 

May 27, 2011:  Kabbalat Shabbat at which the weekly Torah portion “Bamidbar” was 

discussed. According to Prof. Yeshayahu Leibovitz, the parashah deals with 

the world’s first census. We discussed questions pertinent to the Torah 

portion, such as “What does a census mean to us?”, “Where do we feel at 

home?”, “With what country do we feel an inner bond?” Many participants felt 

personally touched by the discussion. 

June 1, 2011:  An evening of music 

June 8, 2011:  Shavuot – the Feast of Weeks, on which Jews in Biblical times used to make a 

pilgrimage to Jerusalem. The giving of the Torah by God to the people is 

celebrated. Apart from members of our community, the celebration was 

attended by students of the Catholic College in Mainz, who had written down 

“contemporary witness reports” of some members. After the candle blessing 

and the Kiddush, the role of Ruth, the grandmother of King David, was 

brought up, who was the first person in history to convert to Judaism. Georgiy 

Striletsky enchanted us with piano pieces by Rachmaninov and Chopin. 

Afterwards there was a slide show featuring synagogues all over the world. 

 

Prof. Dr. Eva Schuster and  

Dr. Oleksandr Matusevych  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

One of our youngest members, Iov with Tanja 
Sharashize, Valentina Kablinskaja and Ludmila 

Kanapliova 
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June 13, 2011:  An evening of music 

 

Mirjam Link, Tamara Schmedro, Vadym Repnin, Dr. Eva Schuster,  

Georgiy Striletskiy, Dr. Oleksandr Matusevych 

June 15, 2011 

 

Acknowledgements and applause after the concert at Mainz Synagogue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Model of the impressive former Bingen Synagogue. For many years, it stood in 

a corner of the staircase of the community college. The “Jewish Bingen” Study 

Group saw to it that a suitable place was found for it.  
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June 28, 2011:  “Contemporary witness reports” in oral form, given by TITFTUF members on 

the subject “Food in Times of Need” at St. Martin’s Retirement Home. Senior 

Mayor Birgit Collin-Langen expressed her gratitude for the reports, some of 
which were quite harrowing, on experiences during and after the war. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alla Kheit, Dr. Sascha Matusevych,  
Tamara Schmedro, Anatoli Simonov,  

Boris Ganzburg, Katharina Janz 

Dr. Oleksandr Matusevych, Tamara Schmedro, 

Oberbürgermeisterin Birgit Collin-Langen 

 

July 5, 2011:  Presentation of the “contemporary witness reports” transcribed by students of 

the Catholic College to five members of TIFTUF. It was a moving event, 

prepared by the students under the guidance of their teachers, Prof. Dr. 

Margarete Dörr and Prof. Dr. Eva Schuster, with home-made goodies. For 

each life story, a suitable motto had been chosen and pictures or drawings, 

individually tailored to the reports, had been added. Now it is up to the 

contemporary witnesses themselves to decide what to do with their recorded 

biographies. They can either keep them as their private property or release 

them for publication. The mutual appreciation of those involved was immense, 

and a unique cordiality and connectedness was palpable between students 

and interviewees during the event.  

 

 

Students of the Catholic College presenting their interviews to Vadym Repnin, 

Mirjam Link, Elena Metelitsyna and Maya Rozenberg 

July 20, 2011:  Our sought-after professional musicians from TIFTUF giving a concert in 

Koblenz. 
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August 6, 2011:  Our musicians contributing to the “International Encounter Event” at the 

cultural center in Bingen. 

 

 

Our smallest ones: Milena and Noah 

August 12, 2011 

                

            Curious visitors from Israel: Samuel Ahdut and Amelie Reiter 

September 9, 2011:  Kabbalat Shabbat (Shabbat Ki Tetzeh) with candle blessing, zemiroth 

[Shabbat songs], wine and challot. The main issue we are reading about is 
the protection of refugees. 
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September 29, 2011:  Rosh Hashanah – celebration of the beginning of the New Year (5772) with the 

traditional blessings. Apples and honey were served. 

                                        

                                            

                                     Isaac Botler reciting the blessings over wine and bread [kiddush]  

                                        

                                 Katharina Janz and Tamara Schmedro       Bella Mitrofanova  

October 1, 2011:  Excursion to Mainz. First we visited the synagogue, where we were greeted by 

Adam Weizmann. Afterwards we went to see the exhibition “Water in the Mirror 

of Art” („Wasser im Spiegel der Kunst“) as well as the Judaica collection at the 

State Museum. 

      

At the State Museum in Mainz: Picnic in the courtyard. 
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October 4, 2011:  70th anniversary of the massacre of Babi Yar, a ravine outside Kiev, where on 

September 29-30, 1941 more than 33,000 Jews were shot to death.  An 

especially large number of TIFTUF members attended the event.  Some 

mourned their relatives who were murdered in Babi Yar. Vadym Repin told us 

the story of his family and about his childhood memories of having to hide 

time and again. He showed us several short films. All present were deeply 

moved. In memory of the dead, candles were lit and a moment of silence was 

observed.  

 

    

                                   Vadym Repin with photos of his grandparents, Aleksandr Repnin (he was the 
deputy director of the main post office in Kiev) and his wife Adel Tannebauer.  

Right: Vadym Repnin’s mother Lisa (left) and Ludmila Mitrakova (right), a 

Ukrainian woman aged 18 at the time, to whose care she had committed him 

when he was two years old in order to save his life. Vadym had brought these 

photos and documents from Yad Vashem in Jerusalem. A tree had been planted 

in honor of his foster mother on the Avenue of the Righteous among the 

Nations at Yad Vashem. 

 

 

October 6, 2011:  At the vernissage “In Search of the Origins: German-Jewish and Argentine 

Identities.” The children of former Ingelheim citizens, Liliana and Miguel 

Rothschild, presenting their artwork. Georgiy Strilesky framed the event with 

pieces by Chopin and Rachmaninov. We TIFTUF members do stand out as a 
special group. 
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October 9, 2011:  Artists Liliana and Miguel Rothschild visiting the House of Learning.  

Liliana and her husband Martin (left) live in Buenos Aires. Her brother Miguel (right) lives in Berlin. 

 

October 18, 2011:  Joy over the release of Israeli 

soldier Gil’ad Shalit after five 
years of captivity in Gaza. 

 

 

 

 

November 9, 2011:  As every year, we participated in the memorial event for “Pogrom Night” 

(formerly known as „Kristallnacht“), November 9, 1938. 

November 1, 2011:  Celebrating the 50th birthday of our founding member, Martin Rector, at 

the Binger Bühne. 

 



TIFTUF Annual Report 2011                                                              page 14 

TIFTUF - Förderverein für jüdisches Leben in Bingen heute, 
Mail: tiftuf@gmx.de: Homepage: www.tiftuf.de. 

November 18, 2011:  Kabbalat Shabbat (Shabbat Vayera): the text study taught us that Jews and 

Arabs are descendents of Abraham and are therefore cousins. We also 

discussed the importance of hospitality as well as all the participants’ 

experiences with this issue. We learned from scripture that the city of 
Sodom was destroyed due to the lack of hospitality of its citizens. 

    

        “Shabbat Shalom” after lighting the candles   the sweet Challot 

November 16, 2011:  Joint visit of TIFTUF members and members of the Mainz Jewish community 

at the Koblenz Jewish community. 

November 19/20:  WIZO bazaar with a raffle and Israeli food at the Jewish community in 

Frankfurt. 

November 26, 2011:  Visiting the gallery of Aniko Havas: Exhibition of Paintings by Hungarian artist 

Eva Schumy from her time in Bali. 

                                   

                             TIFTUF members visiting the gallery 

                              Aniko Havas 
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December 2, 2011:  “On the keys of life / on the strings of the Soul” – a poetical-musical dialogue. 

Renowned poetess Svetlana Shaliapina from St. Petersburg, now a resident of 

Bingen, read from her Russian-language works, and pianist Georgiy Striletsky 

answered her in his own, sensitive way with compositions by Rachmaninov, 

Chopin, Mussorgsky, Tchaikovsky and others at the Binger Bühne. The event 

was very well attended. It was a great success! 

                                            The artists enjoying the long applause 

         

Georgiy Striletskiy and Svetlana Shaliapina             Concertgoers at the Binger Bühne 

 

December 9, 2012:  Kabbalat Shabbat (Shabbat Vayeshev). After the reading the Torah portion, 

Ellen Frankel’s “Five Books of Miriam” provided material for our discussions. 

 

                                Hanukkiah in Mainz  

December 17, 2011:  Party in honor of the 75th birthday of our treasurer, Dr. Sascha Matusevych 

December 21, 2011:  Lighting of the Hanukkah candles and a lecture on “Hope and Reality in 

Israel and the Near East,” followed by a discussion, with tour guide Lea 

Belz Wiseman from Haifa. The event took place at the invitation of the 
Lutheran St. John’s Church. 
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December 25, 2011:  Hanukkah party at the Jewish community in Mainz with lots of exuberant 

dancing. 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exuberant dancing at the Mainz community. 

 

It was a year full of highlights. Socializing and mutual help have 

increased. We celebrated some Jewish holidays and events in Bingen at 

the TIFTUF House of Study and others with the Jewish communities of 
Mainz, Koblenz and Frankfurt. 


